[Thyroiditis: an approach for the practitioner].
Thyroiditis represent commonly encountered thyroid disorders in clinical medicine. Autoimmune thyroiditis is frequent with various forms: Hashimoto's thyroiditis, subacute thyroiditis with lymphocytic and post-partum variants. In the absence of any changes in volume and function, Hashimoto's thyroiditis can be seen in a setting of a thyroid nodule, elevation of thyroid autoantibodies and by the pathologist in surgical or cytological materials. Presenting with fever, cervical pain and subtle signs of hyperthyroidism, subacute thyroiditis (De Quervain) represents often a challenge for an early recognition and an appropriate treatment. Acute thyroiditis and Riedel's thyroiditis are very uncommon, with cervical mass and pain.